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the escarpment of the mountains renders contacts between these harbors
and the interior difficult, and in many cases impossible.

South of the Drin Valley the character of the mountains changes.
The Pindus ranges contain less limestone than the Dinaric Alps, and
as a consequence the Karst formation is lacking. To the south, clue to
submergence, these mountains form the many peninsulas and islands
of Greece. Between the ridges are valleys which are usually limited
in extent, but are frequently quite fertile.

TABLE 131

USES OF LAND IN BULGARIA, GREECE AND YUGOSLAVIA1
(percentage of total for each country)

Country
	Arable Land
	Permanent Grass and Pasture
	Forest
	Other
	Percentage of Arabic Land under Cereals

Bulgaria
	^   2
	^.o
	
	61.8
	72 i

Greece ..............
	15.4
	8.9
	
	7S-7
	52.1

Yugoslavia ..........
	28.5
	23.8
	30.3
	17.4
	83.1


	
	
	
	
	

The Balkan Mountains run east and west through central Bulgaria,
and constitute an extension of the Carpathians. These mountains slope
gently to the Danube, but drop more precipitously to the south, where
they are bordered by a narrow, fertile valley. To the south of this in
turn lies a long longitudinal range of hills known as the Anti-Balkans.
These are separated from the Rhodope Massif by the wide valley of
the Maritsa.

The major relief features of the Balkan Peninsula originally ex-
tended eastward, and were continued in the highlands of Asia Minor
and the Black Sea region. However, the crustal sinking which gave rise
to the Black, Marmara and ^Egean Seas, submerged a portion of these
highlands and detached the Balkan features from their Asiatic counter-
parts. It is, nevertheless, easy to relate the features on either side of
these bodies' of water. The Balkan range continues in the mountains
of the Krim Peninsula, and the Caucasus. The Pindus folds are con-
tinued in the Taurus ranges, and the Rhodope Massif finds its exten-
sion in the plateau of Asia Minor. The higher elevations of the sub-
merged portions still rise above the surface and form the numerous
islands and peninsulas of the ^Egean and eastern Mediterranean.

* St&tistip&l Jew Book of the League of Nations, JrpJJ-5-?.